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Tegislative Council,
Wednesday, 17th November, 1915.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
3 p.m., and read prayers.

PETITIONS (4)—SALE OF LIQUOR
REGULATION BILL.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS presented peti-
tions from the West Australian United
Licensed Victuallers’ Association and
the Metropolitan Licensed Victuallers’
Industrial Union of Employers, from the
Western Australian Brewers’ Associa-
tion, from the Wholesale Wine and
Spirit Merchants’ Association, and from
the Western Australian Ligquor Trades
Industrial Union of Workers, praying
to be heard at the bar of the House in
opposition to the Sale of Liquor Regu-
lation Bill.

Petitions received and read.

Hon, A, G. JENKINS: 1 move—

That the petitions be laken imlo con-
sideration upon resumption of the

Order of the Day for the adjourned

debate on the second reading.

Quesiion passed.

BILL — METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND
DRAINAGE ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. W. KINGSMILL
and read a first time.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 3rd November;
Hon. W. Kingsmill in the- Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Schedule ;

[COUNCIL.]

The CHAIRMAN: The Schedule has
already been amended.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
raove a further amendment—

That under the heading "“In the
Municipality of Fremantle” the fol-
lowing words be added:—“Thal por-
tion of High-sireet starting from the
south-west corner of Fremantle Lot 1,
and bounded thence by lines extending
249deg. 50min. 1 chain 23 7/10 links;
thence 165deg. 11min. 55 9/10 lnks;
thence 69deg. S5min. 1 chain 20 1/10
links; and thence 338deg. 44min. 55
9 /10 links to the starting point, (Sub-
stituted for paragraph wunder same
heading in Schedule to Act No. 33 of
1915.)

Amendment passed;
amended agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

the schedule as

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 3rd November;
Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Postponed Clause 3—Annual rent un-
der conditional purchase leases not to ex-
ceed 6d. per acre:

The COLONIAL ‘SECRETARY
Since we last met I got into touch with
the Under Secretary for Lands, and re-
ceived from him this morning the follow-
ing explanation, in reply to statements
made by Mr. Colebatch with regard to
lhe measure we are now considering—

When the Amending Land Act was

"in Committee in the Council, Mr. Cole-

bateh raised the question of the cash

values of £1,000 worth of land pur-
chased under 20 or 30 years’ ferms:—

Annual payment for 20 years on 2,000

acres at 10s. (£1,000) £50; cash value

£643. Annual payment for 30 years
on 1,000 acres at 20s. (£1,000) £33
6s. 8d.; cash value £528; difference
£115; showing that the pound an acre
proportion has an unfair advantage
over the i0s. per acre, and probably
suggesting that an equal term of lease
(30 years) should apply throughout.



[17 Noveuser, 1015.]

2, Mr. Colebatch’s figures cannot be
refuted, and the only method of re-
moving the inconsisteney would be to
mske an even ierm of ienure 20 or 34
yvears. This would defeat one of the
main objects of the Bill, which is io
place all payments in line, on a 6d.
per acre per annum basis, with the un-
derstanding that any payments ex-
ceeding that amount will be spread
over the term of the lease. The mini-
mum and maximum terms of leasing
are to be 20 and 30 years respectively.
The proposed term of leases would
bring about the following results:—
Price per acre 10s, annual rent Gd.
per acre; price per aere 15s., annual
rent Gd. per acre; price per acre 20s.,
annual rent Sd. per aere; price per
acre, 30s., annual rent 1s. per acre.
3, The Minister for Lands fixes a price
for the land, and the selector is allowed
to make the payments half yearly, in
40 instalments, for a term of 20 years,
and the latter is not called upon to
pay any interest. This is often lost
sight of. The lessee actually pays only
5 per cent. for 20 years on the capital
value fixed by the Minister. 4, Al-
though the contention of Mr. Cole-
bateh cannot be refuted, it is hypo-
thetical, hecause in practice the de-
partment does not recognise immediate
eash value in land sold on deferred
terms. Therefore the only advantage
in these cases arises through the eur-
rency of extended leases; the Siate
ultimately secures the same capital in
both instanees. 5, It is to the advan-
tage of the State to have the higher-
priced lands developed, and conse-
quently it is only reasonable to offer
hetter terms of payment.

Hon., W. PATRICK: When progress
wag reported on this clause, I had in-
tended to vote against the clause with
the view of deleting it and with the
object of substitating another. The
statement the leader of the House has
just read supports the eontention I made
at the time, and also that of Mr. Cole-
batch, that the only fair way will he to
put everyone on the same footing. T
pointed out that what was proposed
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would bear very hardly in some cases.
One man might buy £1,000 worth of
land worth 20s, an acre, and any other
man might buy £1,000 worth at 10s. an
acre, and the man who bought the
cheaper land would be required to pay
1s. an acre per annum, while the other
would only have to pay 6d. per aere
Under the clause as it appears in ihe
Bill, the man buying the inferior land
will be handicapped. He will have to
pay twice as mueh as the man who buys
the better land, and in every way he will
be worse offi In the amendment I pro-
pose to move I intend that the extended
terms shall be made applicable to all
leases. I put the question to the leader
of the House that I understood he did
not consider this elause applied to lessees
who had taken up repurchased land, and
the Colonial Seeretary replied that it
did not. That is the reason why I wish
lo embody in my proposed amendment
a paragraph to the effect that the clause
shall apply to repurchased land.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Patrick wishes an extension of time for
repayments in connection with land sold
nnder the Lands Purchase Aet, from 20
to 30 years. If he desires to attain that
object it will be necessary to amend
the Lands Purchase Act,” which elearly
specifies that these payments shall be a
certain sum. Seclions 12, 13; and 14
of that Act will bave to be amended, as
well as the second schedule which speci-
fies the rate.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: What about the
advisability of doing what the hon. mem-
her suggests?

The COLONIAL , SECRETARY :
When the amendment is in proper order
we will be in the position to discuss that
aspeet of the question. T do not think
it is practicable, hecause the whole prin-
ciple of the Bill we are now discussing
is based upon recognition of the pay-
ment of G6d. per annum per aere rental,
The selling price of this particular land
varies from £1 to £4 an aere. Mr.
Patriek’s proposed amendment wonld
cause much complication, and would not
achieve the object he has in view.
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Al that would
be necessary would be to preface the
amendment with the words “Notwith-
standing anything to the contrary in the
Land Aect or in the Agricultural Lands
Parchase Act.” That is easily done. The
Minister bas not touched the real point,
as to whether Mr. Patrick’s object is
desirable, that is, to extend the term for
all purchases wunder the Agrieuliural
Lands DPurchase Aet. The Minister
might say definitely whether his answer
that Denmark lands will come under this
Bill was correct. I think the Bill does
not contemplate that, but if Denmark
land does come under the Bill, why
not other lands sold under the Agrienl-
tural Lands Purchase Act? If these re-
purchased lands do not come under the
Bill, do the Government intend to remedy
injustices at an early date? There are
hardships under the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act, especially in regard to the
Denmark estate, far greater in degree
than nnder the Land Aect.

Hon, W. PATRICK: The objeet of
the clanse is to give extended terms to
settlers, and surely they should be given
to all alike. The man on inferior land
should receive the same advantage as
the man on good land. If the claunse is
negatived, I intend to alter the latter
voriion of my proposed mew clause to
read—%“This section shall also apply to
the conditional purchase leases issned
under the Lands Act, 1898, and subject
to the conditions embodied in the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Aect, 1909.7
The same relief can easily be given to
settlers on repurehased estaies, but there
is pothing in the Bill to provide ihat
they shall be assisted. As regards the
objection of the Colonial Secretary, the
Apgricultural Lands Purchase Act states
that it is to be read as one with the Land
Act.

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY :
Some time ago the hon. member and
others waited on the Minister for Lands
with a request that land under the Agri-
cnltural Lands Purchase Act should be
dealt with under thig Bill. The Minister
told them that as soon as this Bill be-

[COUNCIL.]

came law, he would concentrate attention
on the necessities which have arisen in
those cases. Surely hob. members will
accept that assurance,

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Will Denmark be
included 7

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
note from the depariment states—

The board has also been instructed
to deal with the lands in the Denmark
eslate, It is admitted that the prices
placed on Denmark lands are too higl,
but a schedule for these parlicalar
lands bas nol yei been delermined on.

The Minister intends to visit Denmark
to consider the matter on the spot.

Hon. W. PATRICK: It is about a
year sinee the member for Greenough
(Mr. Cunningliam), Mr. Carson, and
myself waited on the Minister for Lands,
and surely there has been plenty of time
for the Government to determine what
they are going to do for settlers on re-
purchased lands, If the Minister will
distinetly promise that imwnediately this
Bill is passed another will be introduced
to deal with setlilers on repurchased es-
tates, I will withdraw my opposition. A
Bill eould be drafted in ten minutes and
passed by both Houses in an hour.

The COLONIAL: SECRETARY: I
eannot give such an assurance. It would
take a considerable time fo go into the
question from every standpoint.

Hon. W. Patrick: Can it be done this
session ?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No.

Hon. \W. Pairick: Then T shall persist
in my proposal.

Clause put and a division laken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 4
Noes . . .. 3
Majority for .. o1
ATES.
Hon. J. F. Allen Hen, J. J. Holmes
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon. R. J. Lynn
Hon. H. Carson Hon, C. McKenzle
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon, H. Millingion
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. Sir J. W. Hackett | Hon. G. M. Sewell
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon, J. Duffell

(Teller).
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Nois.
Hon. W. Patrick
(Tellar).

Hon. F. Conmor
Hon. J. Cornell
Clause thus passed.
New clanse:
Houn. C. F. BAXTER: I move—
That the following be inserted to
stand as Clause 4:—“In respect of any
lund held under conditional purchase
leage, which is more than twelve miles
from any slation or siding on en ex-
isting railway, the Minister may
cwempt the lessee of such land from
payment of rent for any period up to
five years, and may cctend the term of
the lease, subject to the conditions set
out tn the last preceding section”
In this T am supported by the land clas-
sifieation ‘board, who regommended that
exemmption should he given. 1 am not
asking for a general exemption on the
lines proposed by the board, but for
those seftlers more than 12 miles from a
railway,  All authorities agree ihal
wheat growing beyond 12 miles from a
railway is not a payable proposition. TIn
other Siates settlers are treated betier
than they are here, irrespective of ihe
distance from a railway. The exemp-
tion in Queensland is 10 years, New
South Wales five years, South Australia
10 years, and in Victoria the Iand board
liave recommended very low rates during
the first four years. Where most of the
settlement has taken place ouiside the
12 miles radius, railways were promised
before seleclion and the promises have
not been kept. It is the duty of the
Government t¢ assist such settlers by ex-
empting them from rent, and when ihe
promised lines are built, the setilers’
claim fo exemption will eease. It will
be observed from the latter part of the
clause that it is not proposed the Gov-
ernment shall give away anything, but
merely exempt from payment of rent
for a certain period—the money thus
ecoming back to the Government later.
To-day practically the whole of the set-
tlers outside the 12-mile radins cannei
pay their rents, and in faect are not pay-
ing them; so that no loss of revenue is
involved in the earrying of my amend-
ment, except in so far as loan money is at
present being turned inte reveoue ‘by

(38)

2495

hook entries in this connection. Cer-
tainly the Government will benefit by
keening on the land a number of people
who cannot be kept there without assist-
ance. Especially 1n view of ihe gloomy
outlook for the wheat market, it is not
possible to cart from outside the 12-mile
radius and pay expenses. Moreover, a
farm cannot be made profitable in less
than 10 years, and in the meaniime the
Ciovermmnent benefit from the taxation
paid by the seliler. Therefore, the con-
cession my amendment asks might well
be granted. T may point out that this
Bill already amends the existing Land
Act in two respects. As lhe Bill reached
ihis Chamber, it was only a worlhless
husk. In faet, il was useless, since the
Minisler could do by regulation all thal
the Bill originally proposed. One pound
in the earty stages of making a farm is
worth £20 later, and I feel, therefore,
that this elause is needed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Baxter has not put the case guite fairly.
It is guite true that the Lands Reclassi-
fication Board reecommended that certain
lessees should be granted exemption
from payment of rent for a period of
five years, but that was on the basis of
the old prices. The hoard did not re-
coinmend boih that the prices should he
lowered and that the concession now
sought by Mr. Baxter should be granied.
Mr, Bath thought it necessary to reduce
the prices, and it is searcely fair to ask
the Government to go further and grant
a five years’ exemplion as well.  The
effect on the finances would he serious.
I hope the Commitiee will not support
the amendment.

Heon. J. F. CULLEN: I do not think
the Colonial Secretary need be afraid of
serious complications as the result of the
adoption of this new clause. Undoubtedly
the Lands Reclassification Board made
an excellent suggestion, and I think it is
one we can lake up seriously as a gen-
eral principle when next dealing with
the Land Act—to give all settlers an easy
start. In my opinion, it would be a most
profitable step to defer payment of rent
for five years from the date of selection,
while, of ecourse, insisting on improve-

1
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ments, Mr. Baxler’s proposal, however,
it suoply to relieve those seltlers who

were misled, by promises which conld
not be fuifilled, into sefiling at such a
distance from exisling railways as makes
wheat growing unprofitable. TUntil the
development of the State brings those
people within easy reach of transit for
their produce, they deserve special con-
sideration, The power proposed is per-
missive, Really, exemption is not pro-
posed, but merely postponement of pay-
ment. I do not think grazing leases would
be in¢luded in the amendment, and per-
haps the mover will speeifically iuserl
them. .

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I support
the amendment, 1 understand Mr. Bax-
ter’s desive is that the five years’ exemp-
tion should operate af any period during
the term of the lease. Many settlers
when first taking up land invest the whole
of their eaptial, and such a period as we
have recently passed through deprives
them of all income for the year, so that
they actually have not the money to con-
tinue their payments of rent. Relief at
any time during the term of the lease
would be only right in such cases. The
dificulties of settlers outside the 12-mile
radins are undoubtedly very great. The
result of carrying the new clause would
not be serious to the Treasurer, while ex-
emption is more important to many of
the settlers now than is reduclion of
price.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I am unable to
follow the Colonial Secretary’s conten-
tion that the carrying of the amendment
would produce a serious stafe of affairs
financially. The new clause is permis-
sive, not mandatory. It gives power to
the Minister to grant exemption in cases
where he thinks it is justifiable. The
Colonal Secretary stated that the Lands
Reclassification DBoard recommended
exemption from payment of rent, but not
at the same time reduciion of price. I
am ready to admit that; but at the same
time the reduction in prices will give
very little relief, whereas the exemption
from rent would be of great assistance.
The Colonial Secretary would have us
believe that a large number would want

[COUNCIL.)

to eome under this exemption. I do not
think so. I feel sure the numbers will be
very small. I do not agree that grazing
leases should be included in the pvoposed
new elause. It will be better to restrict
it to conditional purchase land.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
proposed néw clause is very sweeping.
And it is very cleverly drawn; it ap-
plies nol merely to land taken up after
1909 but to any land taken up during
the last 20 years.

Hon. H. P. Colebateh: How can it,
seeing that in sueh case the first five
years have gone by long ago?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
my reading the provision relates, noi
merely to the first five years, but to any
period of five years. Under this the
Minister eould grant exemption to any-
one. I would not put such power inte
the hands of any Minister.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yet you will have
the whole of the administration of the
Bill placed in the Minisier’s hands.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
to ils not being mandatory, my interpre-
tation of ““may’’ is ‘‘shall.”’ How ¢ould
the Minister grant exemption to one and
not to another?

Hon., H. P. COLEBATCH: Probably
Mr. Baxter would have no objection to
inserting in the elause words which

.would bring it into conformity with the

Bill. Personally T do not think it is
necessary to do this. I think the pro-
posed new clause as it stands is sufficient
protection, but I would suggest to Mr.
Baxter that he make it elear by insert-
ing the words ‘‘taken up after 1909’
I think that would meet the Colonial
Seeretary’s objection.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: Hon. members
must not confuse grazing lease with graz-
ing country. It is merely a technical
term for poor land. In proportion there
is nearly as mueh enltivation on grazing
leases as on conditional purchase land.
At the same time, I do not wish to pre-
judice Mr. Baxter’s new clause in an-
other place, and so I will not press my
proposal regarding grazing leases,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: If the Colonial
Secretary thinks the elause will be ren-
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dered safer, I am willing to insert the
words ‘‘taken up after 1909.7’

New clause put and passed.

New clause:

Hon. C. . BAXTER: I move—

That the following be added to

~stand as Clause 10— The land shall

be divided into six different grades, as

shown in the schedule hereto, marked

respectively A, B, ¢, D, E, F. The

selling price for the land shall not be

more than that shown in the Schedule

under the respective grades, according

to its distance from a railway slation

or siding, as indicated therein.”
The Bill has been brought forward as a
repricing measure. Yet the only men-
tion of the pricing of land is contained
in Clause 2, which states that the minpi-
mum price shall be not less than 3s. 9d.
That is not new; it is already in the Aect.
The Bill would he useless wilhout the
schedule. The Colonial Secretary on a
previous occasion declared that these
matters should be left in the hands of
the Minister. I do not see any reason
why they should be. It is rather for
Parliament to decide. For instance, we
may have a change of Government, and
a new Minister for Lands out of sym-
pathy with this repricing. In that event,
what authority have we for saying to
him, “You must earry (hat out”? T had
originally intended to endeavour to have
the map included in the Bill, but we are
told that the map is incomplete.  As it
stands to-day, that map is virtually mis-
leading. The proposed new clanse will
suffice without the aid of the map. Un-
doubtedly the schedule should be part of
the Bill, indeed it should be the main
feature of the Bill

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Baxter complains that the matter should
not be left in the hands of the Minister.
This proposed new clause will absolutely
place it in the hands of the Minister. If
1 were Minister for Lands and wished io
get over the position, T would simply
manipulate the zones so as to secure the
purpose I had in view. The hon. mem-
her desires that the map should be in-
cluoded. That map is nol complete, it
is only a fragment. The inclusion of the
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map in the Bill would be of no use unless
the map was first completed and made to
show each block and its price. Alterna-
tively we might provide for inserting in
the schedule every block and its new as-
sessment.,

Hon, J. F. CULLEN: The schedule
proposed by the hon. member would be
no bond at all. Tf there had been a com-
pleted map showing a complete classifiea-
iion of the country, there would be a
bond. Tf the schedule were in the Bill
the question would still rest with the re-
classifying officer. I believe maximom
prices wmight be fixed in the Bill for first,
gecond, or third-elass land, but even then
it wounld be in the hands of the Minister
or the reclassifying officer, who would
say, “I counl this first-class land, whereas
you count it third-class.” We must leave
ourselves in the hands of the reclassi-
fving authority. I would like to see 15s.
fixed as o masimum for rural land, as
the board advised. Beyond baving the
minimom fixed, T do not think we can go.
I am sorry T cannot support the hon.
member.

Hon. W. PATRICK: I support the
amendment. This is called a repricing
Bill, but there is not a word about re-
pricing in the measure. Mr. Cullen said
that it might be an advantage to have in
the Bill the maximum prices of 6rst,
second, and third-class land, and that is
exaclly what the amendment does do.
The amendment makes sure that there
will be something in the Bill that will
enable us to know thai there is to be a
reprieing. As far as reclassification is
concerned, there will be very little
trouble, as that has already been done.
But we want an assurance that there is
fo be a repricing.

New clanse put and passed.

New clause—Regulations and by-laws:

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: T move—

That the following be added as a new
clause :—“1. Any regulation or by-law
made or purporting to be made under
or by virtue of this Adct shall {a) be
published in the “Gazelie”; (b) take
effect from the date of publication or
from a later date to be specified there-
in; and (¢) be judicially noticed, and
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unless and until disallowed as herein-
after provided, or except in so far as
in conflict with any express provision
of this or any other Act, be conelu-
sively deemed to be valid. 2. Such
regulations and by-laws shall be laid
before Dboth Houses of Parliament
within fourteen days after publicalion
if Parliament is in session, and if not,
then within fourteen days after the
commencement of the next session. 3.
If either House of Parliament pass a
resolution at any time wilhin one
month after any such regulation or by-
law has been laid before it disallowing
such regulation or by-law,
same shall thereupon cease to have
effect, subject, however, io such and
the like savings as apply in the case
of the repeal of a statute”
The operations of the Bill will almost
entirely be carried out by regulations.
The Assembly has accepted this prin-
ciple in other Bills, and I do not think
they will object to the principle being
inserted in this measore.
New clanse put and passed.
New schedunle:
Hon. H. CARSON: T move--
Bhat the following be added as a
new schedule :—

S, | 0m. | 15m. | Sum.| 1Om. | L5m.
1t | 2570 ongo | 1670 | 2070 1778 | 1870
Adtbong | 570l 73] 69 | s/3| ¢p9| or0):®
srd | e/0f 49| 350 | s3] s s,mj
L
r )
16t | 3570 | 1350 | 1170 | 1378 ] 120 | 2040
c{foea | 8o 6r6) 60 | 79| o3| sp0(tD
sra | sro| o3| spe | 49| yo| spe
i — 3
1st | 12/0 w;n,l 970 || o0 770
|
i
g<]|2ud | 710 GIDi sie | sr6| sr9| sro]vr
3d | w6 40| 39 ) s3] ao) sstl
| J

then the

[COUNCIL.]

New schedule put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. H. CARSON, Bill
recommitted for the further considera-
tion of Clause 3.

Hon, W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Annual rent under condi-
tional purchase leases not to exceed 6d.
per acre:

Hon. H. CARSON: I move an amend-
ment—

That the following be added to the
cluuse :—“Provided also that the con-
ditional purchase leases issued undes
the Land Act, 1898, and subject to tha
conditions embodied in the Agricul-
iural Lands Purchase Act, 1899, be
extended from 20 years to 30 years,
and payments adjusted accordingly.

I voted for Clause 3 as it stood, hut I
desire to see some proviso to meet the
selectors of repurchased lands. Members
recognise , the disahililies settlars have
been labouring under for some yoars.
Twelve months ago the Minister for
T.ands suggested that something should
be done during this session of Parlia-
ment, but nothing has been done so far,
and nothing is likely to be done unless
we have sueh a proviso inserted in the
measure. There are three repurchased
estates in the Victoria distriet and a con-
siderable amount of money has heen es-
pended on them in improvements, and
the last four years are the worst in ihe
history of that distriet. Settlers have
heen unable to carry en satisfactovily,
and meet the heavy payments, for not
only have they to pay for their land bug
for the roads through the areas, and the
reserves faken out for schools and other
purpeses. I am afraid there is anofher
calamity coming on that district, for the
rust is a serious matter. The refurn will
be very little indeed from most of the
areas.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
ijs the same old comet with a different
tail. Tt is precisely the same amnendment
except in different words, as that moved
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by Mr. Patrick, and debated bere and
defeated by a large majority. If it was
desirable ibat such an amendment should
be carried, i¢ would mean many amend-
menis to the Land Aet. The Committee,
not half an hour ago, defeated a similar
amendment only clothed in a different
garb,

Hon, W. PATRICK : The Colonial
Secretary is not exaetly correct when hz
says the amendment is the same as the
one which I moved. It has the same
object, but my amendment was coupled
with another amendment, and it is quite
possible that, while the Committee ob-
jected to the alteration of the elause en-
tirely, they may not object to this pro-
viso. Tt is undoubtedly the same in its
operation as the new clause already de-
bated. Some time before last Christmas,
in company with Mr. Cunningham, the
member for Greenough, and Mr. Carson,
I waited on the Minister for Lands, who
said that a Land Bill was to be intro-
duced—that is last session—and several
votes in this House were given on the
understanding that a Land Bill would he
introduced, which was, in faet, not in-
troduced last session. Now it is intro-
duced at the tail end of the session and
the Government say that they cannot deal
with the urgent matter of the settlers on
repurchased estates. They have now
made it impossible to deal with it and
say it will take a long time to prepare
a2 Bill of that kind. Tt could, however,
be done within 24 hours, if necessary,
and to deal with sueh a small matter
should not take any lobger. T bave
pleasure in supporting the amendment.
It is one of the most urgent matters be-
fore the country at the present time that
these settlers should get fair and just
treatment.

Hon, J, F, COLLEXN: T hope the hon.
Mr. Carson will not place members in
the false position of voting against the
proposal. It is only a particle of the
redress which is needed in connection
with these repurchased estates. In sev-
eral of these estates there would have to
be an enormous writing down of the
prices put on the land. Take Denmark,
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for instance, the land Lhere would have
lo be written down from 25 to 50 per
cent. lo gel anyihing like the market
value,

Hon. . Patrick: There is no reason
why there should not be some small
measure of justice accorded.

Hon. J, F. CULLEN: It is a slrong
reason why there should not be a cheese-
paring aftitude in the matter.  This
amendment is entirely foreign to the
Bill. The hon, Mr. Patrick talks about
24 hours. As a basis for this Bill there
was a painstaking and costly reclassifica-
tion, or re-examination of land. There
would have to be the same thing done in
regard to all repurchased estates before
any Bill would commend itself to the in-
telligence of the Legislalure. I hope Mr.
Carson will not place vs in a false posi-
tion of voting against the amendment.
and will withdraw it as not being a part
of the Bill

Hon. H. CARSON: I have no inten-
tion of withdrawing the argendment be-
eause [ think it is absolutely necessary
that these settlers should he considered.
The settlers on the areas in the Vietoria
district have asked the Government to
give them their leases for 30 years. They
are not asking for the prices to be
marked down, though that would be
justified to some extent, Their request
will not affect the distriet as a whole.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That is one estate.

Hon. H. CARSON: That can be dealt
with later on. These people are desirous
of getting this consideration extended to
them as soon as possible. I hope the
Committes will pass the amendment,

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. B
Noes . .. .. 18
Majority against .1

Avms.
Hon, H. Carsen

Hon. F. Connor
Hon. J. Carnell

Hon, V. Hamersley
Hon. 'W. Patrichk
(Telier).
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Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. R, G. Ardagh Hon. A. G. Jenkins
Hon. €. F. Baxler Hon, R. J. Lynn
Hon, H. P. Colebatch |Hon. H. Millington
Hon. J. F, Cullen Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Duffell Hon. G. M. Sewell

Hoo. Sir J. W, Hackett | Hon, ¢. McKenzle

(Teller?

Amendment thus negatived.

Bill reported without further amend-
ment.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly and read a first time,

Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.40]: It is not
necessary or customary for the leader of
the House to move the seeond reading of
the Appropriation Bill and to give a full
explanation of the whole of the details
in conneciion with it. The Premier, in
introducing the Budget in another place,
explained the financial position and many
members in this Chamber attended and
heard his speech, and those who were
not in attendance were on the following
morning able to read it in the news-
paper. I move—

That the Rill be now read a second
time,

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropoli-
tan): I second the motion,

Question put and passed.

In Committee.

Hon. W. Kingsmill in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Schedules A to E—agreed to.

Schedule F:

Hon. A, G. JENKINS: I want some
information from the leader of the
House in regard to this schedule. On
page 11, under the heading Sundry
Grants and Services, there appears a
grant of £200 to the Young Australia
League. Will the lepder of the House

[COUNCIL.)

tell me what this item is for, whether it
was an advance or a loan, and give the
Commmittee full information in regard to
it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
cannot supply the information straight
away, but I will get it for the hon. mem-
ber. 1 presume it is a grant; it certainly
is not a loan. I promise the hon. mem-
ber to give him the information to-mor-
row,

The CHAIRMAN: The question is
that the Schedule stand as printed.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I understand
that the further consideration of the
sehedule will be postponed until to-mor-
row,

The CHAIRMAN: There is no motion
to that effect.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I do not want
to report progress against the leader of
the House.

On motien by COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY consideration of Schedule “F

- postponed.

Schedule G—agreed to.

Postponed Sehedule F:

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I do not want
the schedule to be passed. If the infor-
mation which the Colonial Secretary will
supply is not satisfactory I propose fo
take action.

The CHATRMAN:
Chair for 10 minutes.

I will leave the

Sitting suspended from 4.48 to 4.57 p.m.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have ascertained that a similar grant was
made by the previous Government to the
Young Anstralia League. The grant was
made fo Mr. Simons for delivering a
series of lectures. Mr. Simons is at the
head of the Young Australia movement
and it was considered that during his
travels lectures by him would be of some
service to the State. They were regarded
as such by the previons Governmeni and
also by this Government and 12 months
before the war started the Young Austra-
lia League approached the Government
with the request that this sum should be
provided. They wanted an assurance
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that the amount would be provided be-
fore (hey sent their advance agent Lo
America. The Colonial Treasurer pro-
mised that the grant would be made.
Then the war oceurred and the Treas-
- urer was inclined to repudiate the pro-
mise. The leader of the Opposition was
consulted by the Premier, who also inter-
viewed the members of his own party in
connection with the matter, and evidence
having been snbmitted to the effect that
if the tour were abandoned the Young
Australia Leagne would be involved in a
loss of aboui £3,000 the conclusion was
arrived at that, under the gireumstaneces,
the promise should be respected. Con-
seqnently the £200 was paid over.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: How many such
grants have been madef®

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
eannof say.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: I move an
amendment—

That the {tem “Grant to Young Aus-
tralia League, £2007 be struck oul.
The explanation does nof convinee me.
I care little for the Premier’s idea of
keeping his premise or the opinion of
the leader of the Opposition that this
money should be paid to a nigger min-
strel troupe at a time when the Empire
is engaged in the greatest war in history
and struggling for existence.
never heard of such a thing as sending
a lot of young fellows around the world
partly at the expense of the country at
such a time., There are times when pro-
mises might be repudiated and this is
one of them, T regret the Premier did
not stiek to his guns and say that, as it
would cost £3,000 to abandon the trip,
the £200 from the State would not
make much difference. If we pass the
item, we shall be praetieally approving
of this frip and of giving these boys,
who are nothing more or less than a
travelling troupe, £200 for their expenses.
I would not advocate giving them ome
shilling of the public money. If £200
was granted by a previous Administra-
tion, the cases are not on all-fours be-
cause the leaders of this leagme should
have abandoned this trip or done with-

out the country’s £200.

I have -
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Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The hon. mem-
ber is quiie justified in calling aliention
to this expenditure and his remarks
should he a guide to Ministers in future,
but we should not now strike out a sum
which has already been paid, and paid
on precedent. If it were a question of
making a fresh grant now, I should op-
pose it. I do not altogether agree with
Mr. Jenkins's estimate of the Young
Australta Leagne, There are great dan-
gers in taking hoys from their proper
work but such a movement might have
good purposes also.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: If, every time
we object to an item, we are to be told
the amount bhas been paid, it will mean
that the Estimates are sent here as a
matter of form, and we ean take them or
leave them irrespective of our opinions.
That the item has been paid does not
worry me. It should never have been
paid and, aithongh the position is diffi-
enlt, T intend to press my amendment.
This league might have some good pur-
poses but it was decidedly dmproper to
send these young fellows around the
world at the present time.

Amendment put and a division taken

with the following result:—
Ayes
Noes

|l B

Majority for

Axrs,

Hon. J. F. Allen Hon. R. J. Lyon

Hon, H. P. Colebatch |Hon. W. Patrick
Hon. J. Duffell Hono. A. Sanderson
Hon. V. Hamersley Hen. G. M. EBewell
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. A. G. Jenkins {Teller).
Noss.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon, O. McKenzle
Hon. F. Connor Hon. H, Millington
Hon, J, Cornell Hen, J, F. Cullen
Heou. 7. M, Drew {Teller).

Amendment thus passed.

Hon. F. CONNOR: Wil the Minister
explain the item—*“Purchase of Three
Springs Cemetery Site, £1 2s. 6d.,” and
who are buried there?

Schedule, as amended, put and passed.

Schedule &, Preamble—agreed to.
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Bill reported with a requesied amend-
ment.

Recommittal,

On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebateh,
Bill recommitted for the further eon-
sideration of Sehedule D.

Schedale D:

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: The Min-
ister should report progress at this
stage. The items covered in this schedule
will be dealt with under the Supplemen-
tary Loan Bill, which will be next con-
sidered, and we shall be in a curious
position if, after having passed this ex-
penditure, we later find it necessary to
delete some of the items.

The Colonial Secretary: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN: I would point out
for the guidance of members that Sched-
nle D deals with the services of the year
ending 30th June, 1916, from General
Loan Fund as detailed in the Estimates
of expenditure passed by the Assembly.
Members will therefore read Schedule D
in conjunetion with the Loan TFistimates
which, I understand, have heen dis-
tributed,

[The President resumed the Chair.)
Progress reported.

BILL—SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN, .
£1,300,000

Received from the Assembly, and read
a first time,

BILI—SALE OF LIQUOR REGU-
LATION,
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the Tth October.

Hon. A. . JENKINS (Metropolitan)
[5.18]: 1In conneetion with this Bill I
presented to the Flouse various petitions,
In accordance with the prayer of the
pelitions, T move—

That the petitioners be heard af ihe

Bar of the House.

Hon. J. T, Cullen: All of them?

Hon. A. G. JENKINS: That is the
motion I must move, because that is the
prayer of the petitions.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. ¥, CONNOR (North) [5.19):
I second Mr. Jenkins’s motion,

Hon, J. F. Cullen: Surely the House
18 not going to hear all the petitioners?

Motion put and negatived.

Point of Order.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Snburban) [5.20]: I desire to draw at-
tention to the faet that this Bill is not in
order, inasmuch as it does not comply
with Standing Order 173 of the Couneil,
which reads as follows:—

The Title of a Bill ghall coincide
with the Qrder of Leave, and no clause
shall be inserted in any soch Bill
foreign to its title.

The position is as follows: The Bill
purports fo be a Bill for an Aet to re-
gulate the closing time of licensed pre-
mises during war time. Clause 2 of the
Bill contains a definition of licensed pre-
mises which is as follows: —

“Licensed premises’ means premises
in respect of which a license under the
Licensing Act, 1411, has been granied
and is in force, and includes State
botels, refreshment rooms, and rest-
aurant cars, a vessel for which a packet
license is held, and registered clubs,

1t will thns be seen that regisiered ciubs
are ineluded in the definition. Turning
to the Licensing Aet, 1911, it will be
found that licensed premises do not in-
clude registered elubs. Consequently, if
the Bill is passed in its present form it
amends the Licensing Act, 1911, by
bringing in clubs under the term of “li-
censed premises,” and making provisions
for dealing with them which were not in
the original Aect. Under these cireum-
stances it seems clear that the Title 1s
defective, I may mention that an almost
exactly similar case oceurred in the
Council in November of 1912, On the
26th of that month, as recorded in Han-
sard, volume 45, page 3962, a Bill was
before the House called the “Government _
Tramways Bill,” and attention was
drawn to the faet that the Title was de-
fective, inasmuch as one of the provi-
sions wag outside the scope of the Title;
the provision referred to being, in fact,
an amendment of the Government Rail-
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ways Act, 1904. You, Sir, ruled to this
effect, and a message was sent to the
Assembly drawing its atiention to the
Tille, and! as a result a new Bill was sub-
sequently brought in and passed, omil-
iing the provision which attempted to
amend the Government Railways Aet,
1904, In ihe present case, it is ¢lear that
the Title of the Bill should be “A Bill
tor an Aect to regulate the closing times
of licensed premises and registered clubs
during war {ime,” or “An Act to amend
the Licensing Act, 1912 I ask you,
Mr, President, to give a ruling in regard
to this malter.

The PRESIDENT [5.23]: I hold that
the Bill now before the House violates
Standing Order 173 of the Council. In
ihese circumstances the Bill is certainly
out. of order, If it had originaled in
this House, the proper course would be to
discharge the order for the second read-
ing; but, as the Bill originated in the
Assembly, and leave was obtained there
Lo introduce it, I think the more courteons
procedure would be for this Iouse to
send a message to the Assembly drawing
its attention to the matter, and for this
House (0 adjourn the further considera-

“tion of the Rill until sueh (ime as a mes-
sage from the Assembly in reply is re-
ceived.

The COLONJAL SECRETARY
{Hon. J. M. Drew—Central) [5.24]: [
move—

That @ Message be transmitted lo
the Assembly as follows:— " The Leg-
islative Couneil acquaints the Legisli-
tive Assembly in reference to Message
No. 14 from the Legislative Assembly
forwarding a Bill for an Act to regu-
late the closing time of licensed
premises during the war, that objec-
tion has been takem to the Bill on the
ground that the definition of ‘Licensed
premides’ contained in Clause 2 of the
Bill is outside the scope of the title of
the Bill, and that, comsequently, the
Bill i3 not in order. Under these cir-
cumstances, the Council informs the
Legislative Assembly that, pending a
further  communication from  the
Assembly, it does not propose to deal
further with the Bill”
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Motion passed, and a Message aecord-
ingly lransmitied tu the Assembiy.

MOTION — COMMONWEALTH DE-
FENUE ACT, CONSCRIPTION.
Order of the Day read for resamption
of the debate on the motion of the Hon.
J. Cornell #¥That in the opinion of this
House any attempt to extend the con-
seriplion sections, as set forth in the
Commonwealth Defence Aet, other {han
to amend the cxisting provisos therein
relating to exemptions, so as to provide
that age or physical infirmity shall be the
only qualification for exemption, wonld
be inimieal to the hest interests of Aus-
tralia, and wonld nmot at this juneture
assist the Empire and its Allies in prose-
cuting the present war to a sucecessful

conclusion.”
Hon, J. CORNELL (South) [5.25]:
1 ask leave to withdraw the motion.
Motion by leave withdrawn,

House adjourned at 5.26 pon.

Leaislative Esscmbdly,

Wednesday, 17th November, 1915.
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